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SEENV #5577 

AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION AND 
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA ON COOPERATION 
IN THE PREVENTION OF POLLUTION IN THE ARCTIC 

The Government of the Russian Federation and the Government of 
the United States of Arnerica,(hereinafter referred to as the 
Parties) 

Recognizing the sensitivity of the Arctic environment and our 
mutual commitme~t to protect the Arct ic environment and to 
promote the social and economic interests of local, especially 
indigenous populations, including their traditiona l way of 
life; 

Concerned over the potential threats posed by contaminants in 
th~ Arctic region, i n particular to the health of the 
indigenous and local populations of the regi on as well as to 
its flora and fauna; 

Convinced that cooperation and sharing of experience between 
the Parties will contribute to understanding and effective 
response to any such threat both on a national basis and 
within broader international efforts to protect the Arctic 
environment; 

Desiring to build upon the results of the Russian-American 
Summjt held in Vancouver, April 3-4, 1993; 

Noting the particular importance of relevant provisions of 
Part XII of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the 
Sea(l982); the provisions of the Convention on the Prevention 
of Marine Pollution by Dump ing of Wastes and Other Matter of 
1972 {the London Convention of 1972); and the provisions of 
the Arctic Environmental Pro~ection Stratcgy(l991); 

Have agreed as follows: 

Article 1 

The Parties shall cooperate in the prevention, reduction and 
control of po l lution in the Ar ~ ti c marine and terrestrial 
environment resu l ting from the accidental or intentional 
i ntroduction of contaminants into that environment. 

To this end the Parties shall cooperate in research, 
monitoring, assessment and other activities, bilaterally and 
in the appropriate multilateral fora. 
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Article 2 

1. Th e Parties s ha ll cooperate i n the conduct of 
sc i enti f ic research , monitoring, and assessment activiti e s 
t o determine the pot entia l i mpacts o f contamin ant s in the 
Ar ctic environment, including, inter a lia: 

a. t h e pathways by which suc h contaminan t s reach and 
are dispersed within the Arctic env i ronment ; 

b . the effect s of such contaminants , inc l uding rates 
of bio- accumulat ion, upon Arcti c fl ora and fauna , 
i n cl uding f i sh populat i ons; and 

c. the effects of such con tami na nts upo n human hea lth 
in the Arctic e n v i ronmen t , especia lly upo n loca l and 
indigenous popu lations. 

2. The Par t ies further sha l l c ooperate i~ the mo n i t o r i ng 
and assessment o f levels of hazardou s c ontaminat io n in the 
Arct i c environment, includi n g , inter alia: 

a. provision and full exch ange of data and 
information on the effec t s of d isposal and release o f 
s uch contaminant s int r oduced d i r e ct l y or ind i rectly 
into t he Ar c tic environment; 

b. de t ermi nation o f the level , chemi ca l c ompo sition , 
and pa tterns of such c o ntamination cause d by re l eases 
from si t es at which mater i a ls have been s to red , 
proces s ed o r disposed; and 

c. determination of t he amoun t , concentra t ions and 
dyn ami cs o f tr ansport of such contaminants int roduced, 
direct l y or ind irectly, into the ma r ine zone, 
including throu gh rive r s and othe r waterco urses, 
natura l o r art if icial, and v i a ice transpo rt and ice 
rafted sediment. 

3. The Parties shal l consu l t with regard to techni cal 
s o l ut ions f o r the e l iminatio n of radioact ive and o ther 
t y pes of c o ntamination impacts. 

4. The Parties shall coope r ate in the conduc t o f j o int 
s ci e nt i fic research to predict ecologic al impacts o f t he 
exi sti n g disposa l s of radioactive waste and consul t with 
regard to technical solutio ns f o r the e l imination of 
dispos a ls i n places where ecological safety is not i nsu red. 

5. Coope r ation betwe e n the Part i es in scient i f ic rese arch 
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and monitoring referred to i n this Arti cle shall take 
place bilaterally, and within the appropria te 
i nternational , inc luding r egional, mechanisms , i n 
particular the Arct ic Mon i toring and Assessment Pr ogram of 
t he Arctic Environmental Protection Strategy and t he 
International Arc ti c Seas Assessment Prog ram of t he 
I nternationa l Atomic Ener gy Agency. 

Artic l e 3 

1 . Each Par t y shall facilitate access for cooperative 
activities under Art icle 2 to areas tha t a re under its 
j uri sdiction in accordance with international law and t h at 
are or are believed to be co nt aminated , under such 
r easonable conditions as it may establish. 

2. The Parties sha ll ensure that the data and i nfo r mation 
resulting fr om s uch research and monitori n g are exchanged 
and made freely available to both Pa r ties. 

Art icle 4 

The Parties shall promote the devel opment of specific 
measures to give effect to t hi s Agreement, including: 

a . pr ograms for the exchange of scien tists, other 
experts and students in the field of Arctic 
contamination; 

b. o rg anizat ion of seminar s and meetings of 
exper ts; 

c. organization of j oint research activi ti es, 
inc lud ing marine scientific research cruises; 

d. development o f GIS, data bases and inventories 
on Arct ic environmenta l data ; a n d 

e . coopera tion in emergency preparedness 
exerc i ses and prompt exchange of i nformation 
concerning major accident al releases of 
contaminants into the Arctic environment . 

f . cooperat i on in the exchange of information on · 
relevant techno logies and assessment methodologies 
appl i cable to the subject-mat ter of t his Agreement. 
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g. cooperation in the exchange of information 
on relevant environmental protection legislation 
and regulations . 

Article 5 

Activities under this Agreement, including specific 
projects and programs, shall be carried out by 
responsible agencies of each Party in accordance with the 
Agreement between the Government of the United States and 
the Russian Federation on Cooperation in the Field of 
Protection of Protection of the Environment and Natural 
Resources and the Agreement Between the Governments of 
the Russian Federation and the United States on 
Cooperation in Ocean Studies under the overall 
coordination of the United States-Russ ian Commission on 
Economic and Technological Cooperation and under . any 
other coordinating body as may be agreed by the Parties. 

Artic le 6 

1. All activities taken pursuant to this Agreement shall 
be conducted in accordance with the applicable laws, 
regulations, and procedures in both countries and shall 
be subject to the availability of funds and personnel . 

2 . Scientific and technological information resulting 
from cooperation under this Agreement, other than 
information whi ch is not di sc l osed for national security, 
commercial or industrial reasons, shall be made freely 
availabl e , unless otherwise agreed. 

3. The treatment of intellectual property created or 
furnished in the cou rse of cooperative activities under 
this Agreement shall be governed by Annex II of the 
Agreement between t he Government of the United States of 
America and the Government of the Russian Fede,ration on 
Science and Technology Cooperation, 1993. 

Ar ticle 7 

- The Parties shall consult over any differences as to the 
interpretation or application of this Agreement. 
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Ar ticle 8 

1 Th i s Agreement shall enter i ~ to force upon signature and rema i n in force for a period of f ive years, and may be ext e nded f or addi tional five ye a r periods upon written a~reement of the Parties . 

2. Either Party ma y terminate th is Ag reemen t s ix months follow i ng the da t e of written not i fi c ation to the o ther Party . 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned, being duly auLhorized by l heir r espe c t ive Governments, have signed this Agreem~nt . 

DONE at in duplicate, this _day of 1994, in the Russ i a~ and Er.glish languages, each text being equally authentic. 

FOR THE GOVERNMENT 0 ? 
THE UNITED STATE S OF ~ERICA : 

FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF 
THE RUSSIAN FEDERAT20N: 
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